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High Desert Section FFA

Constitution

Article I- Name, Mission and Strategies

Section A.  The name of this organization shall be the High Desert Section FFA of the National FFA Organization.

Section B. The mission and strategies for this section are as follows:


FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.

1. Develops competent and assertive agricultural leadership

2. Increases awareness of the global and technological importance of agriculture and its contribution to our well-being.

3. Strengthens the confidence of agriculture students in themselves and their work

4. Promotes the intelligent choice and establishment of an agricultural career.

5. Encourages achievement in supervised agricultural experience programs 

6. Encourages wise management of economic, environmental, and human relations and social interaction. 

7. Develops interpersonal skills in teamwork, communications, human relations and social interaction.

8. Builds character and promotes citizenship, volunteerism and patriotism

9. Promotes cooperation and cooperative attitudes among all people

10.  Promotes healthy lifestyles

11. Encourages excellence in scholarship

Article II- Organization

Section A.  The High Desert Section of FFA is a chartered local unit of the California Association of FFA which is chartered by the National FFA Organization.

Section B.  This section accepts in full the provisions in the constitution and bylaws of the California Association of FFA as well as those of the National FFA Organization. 

Section C.   The acting advisor for the year will be the instructor of the newly elected Section President. If the instructor of the President does not wish to be section advisor, another chapter advisor who expresses an interest in serving as Section advisor shall take that position, upon approval of the High Desert Section CATA. 

Section D.  The official dress shall follow that same guidelines as stated in the California Association of FFA Constitution.  

Section E.  The High Desert Section FFA account shall remain in an Associative Student Body account at a school site approved by the Section CATA advisors. 

Article III- Membership

Section A.  Membership in the Section Organization shall be open to active chapters.

Section B.  Active chapters are those in good standing with membership dues paid to the Section, Region, State, and National Organizations. Current chapters include: Apple Valley, Hesperia, Lucerne Valley, Serrano, Palmdale, Antelope Valley-Lancaster, Rosamond, Littlerock, and Quartz Hill.

Section C.  Chapters within the High Desert Section shall pay annual section dues of $25.00. 

Section D. Honorary membership in this section will be nominated by the chapter Presidents and submitted to the Section delegates at the first Section meeting for election.

Article IV- Emblems 

Section A. The emblem of the National FFA Organization shall be the emblem for the Section.

Section B. Emblems used by the members shall be designated by the National FFA Organization. 

Article V- Officers  

Section A. The officers of the High Desert Section Association of the FFA shall be the President, two (2) Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, Sentinel, and the Section Advisor.

Section B.  The Southern Region Vice President, representing the High Desert Section elected at the Southern Region FFA Spring Regional Meeting, shall be appointed to the office of High Desert Section President. In the event that a member of the High Desert Section is not elected to region office the Section will elect a president during the regular election meeting.   

 Section C. High Desert Section officer candidates shall undergo a screening process conducted by a nominating committee. The High Desert Section FFA nominating committee shall consist of retiring officers, the incoming Section Advisor, and the outgoing Section Advisor.  A maximum of two (2) candidates shall be slated for each officer position.

Section D. Dates for the officer screening will be set at the previous years’ CATA planning meeting and made available to all chapters.  

Section E. Section Officers shall have and maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA.

Section F. High Desert Section Officer candidates slated shall be selected through an election held at the May Section meeting. Each candidate will be given the opportunity to deliver a candidate speech not to exceed two (2) minutes.   

Section G.  All prospective Section officers shall hold office for one year after elections or until their successors are elected and installed unless removed from office for causes determined by the Section Executive Committee. All vacancies shall be filled by the following: Anyone qualifying to hold office may do so by submitting an application and participating in screening. A maximum of two (2) candidates per office will be slated. Running off the floor will not be permitted. Speeches will be given, however they may not exceed two (2) minutes.  

Section H. There will be a sliding ballot for Section officer candidates. The candidates would be able to slide only one office below the slated office. There will not be nominations from the floor. 

Article VI- Meetings 

Section A. The High Desert Section of FFA shall hold four regular meetings each year- the time and place to be determined by the Executive committee in conjunction with the Section CATA meetings.

 Section B. Each active chapter will be entitled to two (2) voting delegates at each Section meeting. These delegates shall have the power to vote representing their chapter at Section meetings.   

Section C. All voting delegates shall be in official California FFA Association dress.   

Article VII- Procedure

Section A. Parliamentary procedure in all meetings of this organization shall be in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Section B. Section officers may not represent their chapter as a voting delegate. 

Section C. In the instance of a tie, the current section officer team will vote to break the tie. Current officers that are also candidates may not vote to break the tie. 

Article VII- Amendments 

Section A. This constitution may be amended or changed at any regular Section meeting by a two-thirds vote of the active members present providing it is not in conflict with the state association constitution or that of the National FFA organization. 

Section B. Bylaws my be adopted to fit the needs of the Section at any regular Section meeting by a two-thirds vote of the active members present providing such bylaws do not conflict in any way with the constitution and bylaws of either the state association or the national organization. 

